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Dear Parents/ Carers, 

I want to take this opportunity to publically thank our whole school community, particularly the staff, in all 

that they have done in being so committed and professional in undertaking their duties over the course of this 

term. I am a proud of all their efforts and despite the fact that the year has ended not as we hoped, I thought 

it important for us all to take a moment to celebrate some of the magic moments, of which there are many, of 

this term. 

It has been great that even with the COVID restrictions that we are operating under we have been able to think 

creatively to try and instil some festive cheer into the school. Christmas is such an important part in the calendar 

of any primary school. It is a time for bringing the community together to join with our wonderful children in 

celebration of the most magical time in a young child’s life. It was an absolute joy last week to see so many of 

our families joining our virtual turning on of the Christmas tree lights at the front of the school. Seeing the 

children at home with their hot chocolate, joining in with our count down was such a pleasure. Hopefully next 

year we will be all able to gather in person around the Christmas tree and sing a carol or two to celebrate this 

festive time. We were also able to have the pleasure in filming the Reception Christmas Nativity, ‘Whoopsy 

Daisy Angel’ and a couple of songs (sung and signed) from our youngest children so that our parents have the 

opportunity to enjoy these events as near as possible as we have done for parents of the past. 

         

Whilst the pandemic has prevented us from doing so many things, we have tried to be really creative with our 

approach to try to make things as normal for the children as we have been able. As a result, our creative days 

to celebrate our end of topics have continued, with adapted formats to allow for current restrictions. Year 5 

were able to celebrate Navy Day at the end of their topic ‘Rich versus Poor’ where they have learned about 

the French Revolution and Year 3 have celebrated Titanic Day as part of their topic on ‘Local Heroes’.  

Our first Loseley STEM Fest 2020, held on the 10th December was a real triumph and marked the opening of 

our new science building at school. It was fantastic to feel the buzz about the school; so many of our parents 

have told us about the tangible excitement in their homes as they discussed the science they had taken part in 

across the dinner table. From remote sessions by the WWF on ‘Saving Planet Earth’, water experiments 

carried out over zoom by a STEM ambassador Andrew Hanson from the National Physics Laboratory and 

working outside the classroom the Surrey Wildlife Trust to build hedgehog homes all kept our youngest 

children entertained. For the older ones, there was STEM in a box lead by Surrey University, constructing 

chemical ‘Chemistrees’ with George Abbot Secondary School and make light up Christmas cards with The 

Royal Grammar School. I hope you enjoy some of these images below. 

 



   

 

As you are aware, Loseley is passionate about instilling in our young people a real sense of Citizenship and this 

has so acutely been observed filtering out beyond our school into the local community throughout this whole 

pandemic. As a result, I have many people I would like to thank. The pandemic has affected so many people in 

so many ways. A loss of work resulting from the restrictions placed on businesses over these past months 

have really meant that some families have been struggling financially and required support, some asking for 

support for the first time ever. As you know we have been supporting our families using the Godalming 
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Community Store and through local food banks, including St Marks. As a school we have put together 

Christmas hampers to try to support some of our families in what is a very expensive time of year. We have 

been supported in this project by Guildford Rugby Club and Howdens who have generously donated vouchers 

and toys for our families and Wiltshires, Dunsfold and F Conisbee Butchers of Leatherhead for donating 

Christmas turkeys for our hampers. Through our work with Guildford High School they bought and delivered 

wrapped family games, one for each of our children who receive free school meals – these are both 

enormously generous support for our community and I thank them whole heartedly. In addition, I would like 

to thank Howdens who made a very generous donation to our collection for The Meath Charity on Christmas 

Jumper Day and to our Friends of Loseley Fields for buying those extras to make Christmas special for our 

children. 

In terms of the development of our outdoor areas and launch of our new science building I would like to thank 

the following local partners whose support for our school is really positively impacting on the provision for 

your children. This includes: 

Godalming Town Council in collaboration with Roots to the Future for the purchase of native hedgerows and 

workshops on biodiversity for the school. They have also generously donated £4,000 to put towards the cost 

of the development of our pond area. We have also had donations of trees coming from Surrey Gardens Trust 

and Van Arnhem Nurseries provided us with our living Christmas trees at the front of the school. The Surrey 

Wildlife Trust continue to provide ongoing support to help develop and create our outdoor education site and 

them, along with The Royal Grammar School, George Abbot Secondary School, The Surrey Science Learning 

Partnership, Surrey University, WWF and the National Physics Laboratory all contributed to very successful 

opening of our Field Study Centre. In addition, I would like to thanks St Faith’s Trust for providing us with the 

funding to employ Krisztina, our eco-therapist, which has been a vital support for many children needing 

emotional guidance during these troubling times. 

Please remember that the 4th of January in an INSET day and we looking forward to welcoming all your 

children back to school on the 5th. 

Until then, I would like to wish you all a very happy and healthy Christmas and I thank you all for all that you 

have done to help keep our community safe during these difficult times and for your support for us as a 

school – the continual kind words of support on the playground have meant so much. 

 

Amanda Pedder 
Headteacher 
 


