
Year 5 Rule Britannia 
Enquiry question: Why did Britain build such a wide empire? 

National Curriculum Objectives Core Knowledge & Key Questions Local links 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 
The changing power of monarchs using a case study of 
Queen Anne and George I. 

How did global trade develop in the Georgian era? 
• To understand why Britain wanted an empire 
• To understand the origins of the British Empire and global trade 

How did British naval strength enable the development of the British Empire? 
•  To understand the role of the British navy in the development of the British 

Empire. 
How did the exploitation of enslaved Africans contribute to global trade? 

• To understand the role of the ‘Triangle Trade’ in the development of the British 
Empire and global trade 

• To understand the impact of the Slave Trade  
Why was India significant in the development of the British Empire? 

• To understand why British control spread through India after 1750 
How did Godalming play a part in the creation of the British Empire? 

• To investigate how the Oglethorpe family contributed to the British Empire with 
the foundation of the colony of Georgia 
 

 

The Oglethorpe family, a local Godalming family, 
founded the colony of Georgia  
(named after George I) 
 

Key Figures Linked Texts 

George I 
Horatio Nelson 
Equiano 
Robert Clive 
Oglethorpe 
 

 
 

Prior Learning Future Learning 

 In Year 4, the children learn about the Stuarts and 
the Glorious Revolution, which brought Queen 
Anne to the throne after William and Mary. 

 The previous unit in Year 5 introduced the Georgian 
era. 

 Throughout Year 5, the children will find out 
about the French and American revolutions and 
the abolition of slavery. 

Chronology Similarities & differences Continuity & change Cause & consequence Significance 
BIG Question: Outcome & 
Assessment Opportunity 

  How did global trade develop in 
the Georgian era? 
 

How did British naval strength 
enable the development of the 
British Empire? 
How did the exploitation of 
enslaved Africans contribute to 
global trade? 
 

Why was India significant in the 
development of the British 
Empire? 
 

Why did Britain build such 
a wide empire? 
 
 

 

   


