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1. OVERVIEW 
 
As the country moves to Step 4 of the roadmap, the government will continue to manage the risk of 
serious illness from the spread of the virus. This marks a new phase in the government’s response to the 
pandemic, moving away from stringent restrictions on everyone’s day-to-day lives, towards advising 
people on how to protect themselves and others, alongside targeted interventions to reduce risk. For 
education, it is imperative to reduce disruption for children.  
 
The following document has been written with reference to latest Government Guidance to explain to 
our whole community how we will be responding in school so that school life can resume whilst also 
balancing this with the need to protect the staff and children from potentially rising COVID cases. 
 
We will continue to have a ‘live’ RISK ASSESSMENT in place which will continue to regularly review the 
current circumstances, monitoring whether controls are effective and working as planned. We will 
continue to respond to local advice provided to us by local PUBLIC HEALTH PROTECTION TEAMS. 
 
 

2. STEPPING MEASURES UP AND DOWN 
 

The school will have an OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT PLAN in place which will outline how we will respond 

in a situation of a local outbreak. The re-introduction of restrictive measures in schools will always be as 

a last resort and be kept to the minimum numbers of school groups as possible, and for the shortest 

amount of time but it may be necessary to implement more restrictions in school if this occurs. Public 

Health may also contact the school to direct us to reintroduce measures if they are aware of intelligence 

informing them of a community outbreak. 

An outbreak is defined by the government a ‘several confirmed cases within 14 days.’ 

If this occurs, the school will liaise with local Health Protection Teams (HPTs) who will advise schools at 

an individual and local level. 

 

3. BUBBLES & SCHOOL TIMINGS 
 

Step 4 no longer recommends schools to keep children in consistent bubbles. This will allow for greater 

curriculum feasibility. Assemblies can resume and children can mix across the bubbles at play and for 

extra-curricular clubs. We will no longer be required to operate a staggered drop off or pick up at school 

and so all children can arrive to school at 8.40am where the children can drift into class to do early 

work. The school day starts at 8.50am and school day will end for all at 3.10pm. Children should no 

longer come to school dressed in PE kits on their PE days and so we ask parents to once again send in 

fully named PE kit in a drawstring bag to have on their pegs. 

If we have a local outbreak, our local HPT may advise us to re-implement a bubble for a short period of 

time and school will inform parents of this if it is required. 
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4. TRACING CLOSE CONTACTS AND ISOLATION 
 

Education settings no longer need to undertake contact tracing. NHS Test and Trace will work with 

positive cases to identify close contacts (if some circumstances they may contact the school to help 

them to do this). 

 From 16 August 2021, children under 18 years will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are 

contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Public Health have 

suggested that there will be a change to the definition of what constitutes a contact from Step 4 and 

that parents phoning NHS track and Trace will undergo answering a series of questions to determine 

who would be a close contact. They have suggested that a close contact will now be defined as ‘Close 

and Prolonged’ which is a significant change to how it is currently defined. If you or your child is 

determined to be a close contact, you are required to isolate and will be advised to take a PCR test. 

If your child develops symptoms of COVID they should isolate, not attend school and should get a PCR 

test.  If any member of your household tests positive, they will be required to self-isolate however, 

this includes if they are children under the age 18years.  

Staff members who have been doubled vaccinated will not be required to self-isolate if they are 

identified as a close contact, if they do not have symptoms themselves. 

 

5. FACE COVERINGS 
 

From Step 4, face coverings will longer be advised for staff and visitors either in classrooms or in 

communal areas. Advice is that it is recommended for children travelling to school in a Local Authority 

Taxi to wear one.  

If there is a local outbreak, public health may advise that face coverings are temporarily introduced in 

communal areas for a short time. Transparent face coverings can be used in these circumstances so that 

the children can continue to see staff member’s faces to aid teaching. We no longer ask parents to wear 

a face covering when dropping ff and picking up but respect your decision to wear one if you wish to do 

so. 

 

6. CONTROL MEASURES 
We will continue to implement increased measures in school, even in Step 4, to ensure that we do all 

we can to minimise the risk of the spread of the virus. These measures include: 

6.1   GOOD HYGIENE FOR ALL 
Children will continue to frequently and thoroughly clean hands throughout the school day. We will 

continue to educate the children on good respiratory hygiene (catch it, bin it, kill it) and this will 

continue to displayed in communal bathrooms and classrooms sinks. PPE will only be used if we 

have a suspected case in school where the child/ staff member will be isolated in the COVID room 

until they are collected from school. 
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6.2   MAINTENENCE OF APPROPRIATE CLEANING REGIEMES 
Staff will continue to sanitise classroom areas and equipment at least twice per day. They will pay 

particular attention to frequently touched surfaces. 

 

6.3   VENTILATION 
We will continue to ensure good ventilation of the teaching environments whilst also ensuring that 

it is a comfortable teaching environment. 

 

6.4   FOLLOWING PUBLIC HEALTH ADVICE ON TESTING, SELF-ISOLATION AND MANAGING CONFIRMED 
CASES OF COVID-19 
Staff and parents should continue to follow public health advice on when to self-isolate. Staff should 

not come into school and parents should not come onto the playground if they have symptoms. 

They should isolate and get a PCR test. If a child develops symptoms during school time, they will be 

isolated and ask to be collected from school.  

 

Whilst pupils are not required to self-isolate if they are a confirmed close contact of someone not in 

their household, if this positive case is in your household (including any siblings) you should follow 

the PHE ‘stay and home guidance for households with a possible or confirmed case’ until a PCR 

test concludes there is no COVID-19 in their household. 

 

7. ASYMPTOMATIC TESTING 
 

Staff are not required to continue to do twice weekly lateral flow tests across the summer holidays 

unless the wish to continue to do so. We will ask all staff to ensure that they take 2 lateral flow tests, 3-

4 day apart (Saturday 28th August & Tuesday 31st August) before restarting school on September 1st in 

order for us to identify and isolate  any asymptomatic carriers. 

Staff will continue to undertake Lateral Flow Tests twice a week to help identify asymptomatic carriers 

until the end of September, when this will be reviewed by the DFE and Public Health advisors.  

7.1    CONFIRMATORY PCR TESTS 
Staff with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate and get a PCR test to check if they have 

COVID. If the PCR test is taken within two days of the LFD test and is negative, it over-rides the LFD 

test results and they can return to school as long as they do not have symptoms. 

 

8. ATTENDANCE 
 

School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age. If a child is required to self-

isolate or quarantine because of COVID the absence will be marked in the register with an X code (not 

attending in circumstances related to coronavirus). Where they do not attend because they are a 

confirmed positive case they will be recorded with an I code (illness). 
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8.1    TRAVEL AND QUARANTINE 
All holidays should be taken in periods of school holiday and will be marked unauthorised, unless 

deemed to be exceptional circumstances. If a family is travelling abroad in the school holiday, 

parents should be mindful of the restrictions in place for quarantine requirements for that country. 

No child should return to school without undertaking due quarantine as this would increase risk for 

the school community. 

 

9. REMOTE EDUCATION 
 

In line with the school Contingency Plan for Remote Education, if a child is isolating because a member 

of their household had COVID 19 the school will provide remote education for the children. Tasks will be 

posted on Seesaw for them to complete. There will not be any live or pre-recorded lessons in this 

instance as the teachers will all be in school teaching. The amount of work provided will be equivalent 

to the length of the core teaching that the pupils would receive in school. If a child themselves is sick 

with COVID 19 they do not need to undertake remote education as they are sick. 

 

10. ALL OTHER ON-SITE OR OFF-SITE PROVISION 
 

In line with guidance, trips, educational visits, clubs and wrap around care can all resume again. Full and 

through risk assessments will be conducted in line with school policy and will include control measures 

in place to minimise the risk of COVID 19. These experiences no longer have to take place in bubbles. 

 
 
 
 
 


