
Curriculum Half Termly Overviews  

Spring 1                                                                Topic Title: May the force be with you 

The Hook     How is the topic going to be launched? 
 

Build a trebuchet  
 National 

Curriculum 

Learning 

Objective 

Key Knowledge Key Skills Taught 

Vocabulary 

Outdoor learning 

opportunities (experience 

beyond the classroom) 

Visit or 

visitor 

Key text 

Literacy Reading: 

Link what they 

hear or read to 

own 

experiences.  

Explain their 

understanding 

of what is 
read.  

Discuss the 

sequence of 

events in 

books and how 

items of 

information are 

related.  

Discuss 

favourite words 
and phrases. 

Predict what 

might happen 

on the basis of 

what has been 

read. 

Draw 

inferences on 

the basis of 
what is being 

said and done.  

Participate in 

discussion 

about what is 

read, taking 

turns and 

listening to 

Pupils should be taught to: 

▪ write sentences by: 

➢ saying out loud what they are going to write 

about 

➢ composing a sentence orally before writing it 

➢ sequencing sentences to form short narratives 

➢ re-reading what they have written to check that it 

makes sense 

▪ discuss what they have written with the teacher or 

other pupils 

read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by 

their peers and the teacher 

Pupils should be taught to: 

▪ develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, 

vocabulary and understanding by: 

➢ listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, 

stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at 

which they can read independently 

➢ being encouraged to link what they read or hear 

read to their own experiences 

➢ recognising and joining in with predictable 

phrases 

Begin a 

sentence with 

a capital letter 

and end with 

either a full 

stop or a 

question mark  

 

Use a capital 

letter for 

names and 

the personal 

pronoun ‘I’  

 

Identify and 

write 

statements 

 

Identify and 

write 

questions 

 

 Role play 

 

 The Lonely 

Beast 

Geraffa the 
giraffa 

 
Read Write 
Inc Non 
Fiction  
 
 

 



others and 

express views 

about reading. 

 

Writing: 
Write sentences by 
composing a 
sentence orally 
before writing it. 

Sequence 

sentences to 

form short 

narratives. 
Write for 

different 

purposes 

including about 

fictional 
personal 

experiences, 

poetry, non-

fiction and real 

events 

Re-read their 

work to check 

it makes 

sense. 

Use new and 

familiar 

punctuation 

correctly. 

➢ learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to 

recite some by heart 

➢ discussing word meanings, linking new meanings 

to those already known 

▪ understand both the books they can already read 

accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

➢ drawing on what they already know or on 

background information and vocabulary provided 

by the teacher 

➢ checking that the text makes sense to them as 

they read and correcting inaccurate reading 

➢ discussing the significance of the title and events 

➢ making inferences on the basis of what is being 

said and done 

➢ predicting what might happen on the basis of 

what has been read so far 

▪ participate in discussion about what is read to them, 

taking turns and listening to what others say 

explain clearly their understanding of what is read to 

them. 

 

Identify and 

write 

exclamation 

sentences 

using !   

Identify 

adjectives and 

their purpose: 

Introduce 2A 

sentences 

(Alan Peat) 

 

Use adjectives 

to describe 

nouns 

 

Identify and 

use simple 

rhymes to 

create a poem 

 

Identify and 

utilise 

alliteration 

 

Identify and 

use 

onomatopoeia 

words 

 

Begin to use 

similes using 

‘As’ 

e.g As tall as 

a house. 



(Alan Peat As 

a…, Like a….’) 

 

 

History To know and 

understand the 

history of these 

islands as a 

coherent, 

chronological 

narrative, from 

the earliest 

times to the 

present day: 

how people’s 

lives have 

shaped this 

nation and how 

Britain has 

influenced and 

been 

influenced by 

the wider world 

know and 

understand 

significant 

aspects of the 

history of the 

wider world: 

the nature of 

ancient 

civilisations; 

the expansion 

and dissolution 

The Romans 

Children will: 

Have an idea about where the Romans fit in our timeline 

Look at a map of the Roman Empire and see how it 

changed over the years and why 
Learn about the Roman army, what soldiers wore, the 

weapons they used and battle formations. 

Know who Boudicca was and how she led a rebellion 

against the Celts 

Understand daily life for a roman, looking at the clothes 

they wore and houses they lived in. 

Look at the types of entertainment Romans enjoyed and 

the importance it played in Roman life 

Look at the importance of food in Roman times, the type 
of food they enjoyed and the ritual at meal times 

Learn about the religious beliefs of the Romans and the 

important role the gods played in everyday life. 

Compare and contrast features of Roman life with ours 

today 

Have an idea of how we gather evidence about a people 

who lived such a long time ago 

 

 

Pupils should 

develop an 

awareness of 

the past, 

using common 

words and 

phrases 

relating to the 

passing of 

time. They 

should know 

where the 

people and 

events they 

study fit 

within a 

chronological 

framework 

and identify 

similarities 

and 

differences 

between ways 

of life in 

different 

periods. They 

should use a 

wide 

vocabulary of 

everyday 

 Having a roman meal in the style of 

the romans 

Making different weapons and 

performing battle formations 

Dressing in roman clothing 

Role play for Boudicca 

  



of empires; 

characteristic 

features of 

past non-

European 

societies; 

achievements 

and follies of 

mankind 

historical 

terms. They 

should ask 

and answer 

questions, 

choosing and 

using parts of 

stories and 

other sources 

to show that 

they know 

and 

understand 

key features 

of events. 

They should 

understand 

some of the 

ways in which 

we find out 

about the past 

and identify 

different ways 

in which it is 

represented. 

 

Geography        

Science Compare how 

things move on 

different 

surfaces 

Notice that 
some forces 

needs contact 

between two 

objects, but 

magnetic 

Forces and Magnets 

MAGNETISM:  

Magnetism demonstrates that there are forces we 

cannot see that act upon objects. Most magnets 

contain iron. Lodestones: naturally occurring magnets. 
Magnetic poles: north-seeking and south-seeking 

poles. Magnetic field (strongest at the poles). Law of 

magnetic attraction: unlike poles attract, like poles 

repel. The Earth behaves as if it were a huge magnet: 

north and south magnetic poles (near, but not the 

What can you 

discover about 

magnets? 

What can you 

discover with 
magnets? 

How can you 

sort these 

different 

materials? 

Magnet 

Magnetism 

Iron  

Lodestones 

North south 
Strong 

Weak 

Attract  

Repel 

Force 

Magnetic material hunt - What 

materials are magnetic in the 

school/school grounds?  

 

  



forces can act 

at a distance. 

Observe how 

magnets 

attract or repel 

each other and 
attract some 

materials and 

not others. 

Compare and 

group together 

a variety of 

everyday 

materials on 

the basis of 
whether they 

are attracted 

to a magnet, 

and identify 

some magnetic 

materials. 

Describe 

magnets as 

having two 

poles 
Predict 

whether two 

magnets will 

attract or repel 

each other, 

depending on 

which pole are 

facing 

 

same as, geographic North Pole and South Pole).  

Orienteering: use of a magnetised needle in a 

compass, which will always point to the north  

  

SIMPLE MACHINES:  

Examine with children how specific tools are made to 
perform specific jobs- for example, hammers, 

screwdrivers, pliers, etc. Through observation and 

experimentation, examine with children how simple 

machines help make work easier, and how they are 

applied and combined in familiar tools and machines.   

  

SIMPLE MACHINES:  

Lever, Pulley, Wheel and axle. Gears: wheels with 

teeth and notches. How gears work and familiar uses 
(for example, in bicycles). Inclined plane. Wedge. 

Screw  

  

FRICTION, AND WAYS TO REDUCE FRICTION 

(LUBRICANTS, ROLLERS, ETC.) 

 

SCIENCE BIOGRAPHIES:  

Archimedes (ancient Greek mathematician, physicist, 

engineer, inventor, and astronomer• Aristotle (Greek 

philosopher: wrote on physics, biology, logic, poetry, 
theatre, rhetoric, politics and ethics) 

 

Identifying 

and 

classifying  

How can we 

find out which 

magnet is the 
strongest? 

Pattern 

seeking.   

Are all metals 

magnetic? 

Identifying 

and 

classifying. 

 

Push  

Pull 

Orienteering  

Experiment 

Tools 

Machines 
Lever 

Pulley 

Wheel  

Axle  

Gears  

Teeth 

Notches 

Wedge 

Screws  
Friction 

Lubrication  

 

PSHE  LIVING IN THE WIDER WORLD 

• why and how rules and laws that protect 

themselves and others are made and enforced, 

why different rules are needed in different 

situations and how to take part in making and 

changing rules (L2) 

• to realise the consequences of anti-social and 

aggressive behaviours such as bullying and 

discrimination on individuals and communities 

(L6) 

to resolve differences by looking at alternatives, seeing 

and respecting others’ points of view, making decisions 

and explaining choices (L8) 

 Identification, 

assessment 

(including 

prediction) and 

management of 

positive and 

negative risk to self 

and others. 

 

Strategies for 

identifying and 

accessing 

L2 – rules, laws, making and 

changing rules 

L6 -  

Antisocial behaviour, aggression, 

bullying, discrimination 

L8 – Resolving difference, points of 

view, decision, choices   

  



appropriate help and 

support. 

 

Recognising and 

managing peer 

influence and the 

need for peer 

approval including 

evaluating perceived 

social norms. 

 

Resilience (including 

self-motivation, 

perseverance and 

adaptability) 

 

Skills for 

employability: 

Active listening and 

communication 

(including 

assertiveness skills) 

 

Teamworking 

 

Negotiation 

Including flexibility, 

self advocacy and 

compromise within 

an awareness of 

personal 

boundaries) 

 



RE Know about 

and 

understand a 

range of 

religions and 

worldviews, 
so that they 

can:  

• describe, 

explain and 
analyse beliefs 

and practices, 

recognising the 

diversity which 

exists within 

and between 

communities 

and amongst 

individuals;  

• identify, 

investigate and 

respond to 

questions 
posed, and 

responses 

offered by 

some of the 

sources of 

wisdom8 found 

in religions and 

worldviews;  

• appreciate 

and appraise 

the nature, 

significance 

and impact of 

different ways 
of life and 

ways  

 

Why do Jewish families celebrate Shabbat? (5-6hrs) 

What is the Jewish faith? 

Look at the key elements that make up the Jewish 

faith_ buildings, key people, food, festivals, objects. 

Focus on Shabbat. What is it, how is it celebrated? 

 
 

 

To talk about 

key beliefs in 

Judaism 

To compare 

Judaism with 

other faiths 

studied. 

To look at 

differences 

and 

similarities 

between 

Judaism and 

other faiths. 

Faith 

Judaism 

Menorah 

Star of David 

Prayer shawl 

Skull cap 
Hanukkah 

synagogue 

   

Art & DT To use a range 

of materials 

creatively to 

design and 
make products.  

 

To use 

drawing, 

painting and 

sculpture to 

develop and 

share their 

Murals 

Look at colour and line in murals across the world. 

How are patterns created? Look at sequencing. 

What materials are used to make a mural? 

Why are murals made? 

Design and create our own mural for the outside area. 

Planning 

Collaborating 

Evaluating 

 

 Mural to be placed outside   



ideas, 

experiences 

and 

imagination. 

 

To develop a 
wide range of 

art and design 

techniques in 

using colour, 

pattern and 

texture, line, 

shape, form 

and space.  

 
To know about 

the work of a 

range of 

artists, craft 

makers and 

designers, 

describing the 

differences and 

similarities 

between 
different 

practices and 

disciplines, and 

making links to 

their own 

work.  

 

The end product     How will the topic be drawn to a conclusion? (e.g. art gallery, performance, parental engagement) 
 
 
Murals and display of Roman work 
 

 

 

 

 


