
Autumn 1               Topic Title:  Who do you think you are? 

The Hook     How is the topic going to be launched? 
Walk around the local area “I spy” 

 
 National 

Curriculum 
Learning 
Objective 

Key Knowledge Key Skills Taught 
Vocabulary 

Outdoor learning opportunities 
(experience beyond the 

classroom) 

Visit or 
visitor 

Key text 

Literacy Reading: 
Link what they 
hear or read to 
own 
experiences.  
Explain their 
understanding 
of what is read.  
Discuss the 
sequence of 
events in books 
and how items 
of information 
are related.  
Discuss 
favourite words 
and phrases. 
Predict what 
might happen 

on the basis of 
what has been 
read. 
Draw inferences 
on the basis of 
what is being 
said and done.  
Participate in 
discussion 
about what is 
read, taking 
turns and 
listening to 
others and 
express views 
about reading. 

Pupils should be taught to: 

▪ write sentences by: 

➢ saying out loud what they are going to 
write about 

➢ composing a sentence orally before 
writing it 

➢ sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives 

➢ re-reading what they have written to 
check that it makes sense 

▪ discuss what they have written with the 
teacher or other pupils 

read aloud their writing clearly enough to 

be heard by their peers and the teacher 

Pupils should be taught to: 

▪ develop pleasure in reading, motivation to 
read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

➢ listening to and discussing a wide range 

of poems, stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can 
read independently 

➢ being encouraged to link what they 
read or hear read to their own 
experiences 

Begin a 
sentence with 
a capital letter 
and end with 
either a full 
stop or a 
question mark  
 
Use a capital 
letter for 
names and the 
personal 
pronoun ‘I’  
 
Identify and 
write 
statements 
 
Identify and 

write questions 
 
Identify and 

write 

exclamation 

sentences 

using !   

Identify 
adjectives and 
their purpose: 
Introduce 2A 
sentences 
(Alan Peat) 

Write 5 part 
stories, each 
element 
beginning with: 
Opening=Once 
Build up= One 
Day 
Problem= 
Unfortunately 
or Suddenly 
Resolution= 
Luckily 
Ending= Finally 

Use suffixes -ed 

and -ing for verbs 

Know and use 

suffixes -ness, -

er, ful, -less, ly, -

ment. 

 

Use of the terrace/role play area 

for different opportunities to 

write. 

Use of outdoor area for role play 

and setting scenes. 

 The Light 

House 

Keepers’ 

Lunch 

 

Limericks 

 

Where the 

Wild 

Things Are 

 

Halibut 

Jackson 

The Lonely 

Beast 

(power of 

reading) 



 
Writing: 
Write sentences 
by composing a 
sentence orally 
before writing 
it. Sequence 
sentences to 
form short 
narratives. 
Write for 
different 
purposes 
including about 
fictional 
personal 

experiences, 
poetry, non-
fiction and real 
events 
Re-read their 
work to check it 
makes sense. 
Use new and 

use familiar 

punctuation 

correctly. 

➢ recognising and joining in with 
predictable phrases 

➢ learning to appreciate rhymes and 
poems, and to recite some by heart 

➢ discussing word meanings, linking new 
meanings to those already known 

▪ understand both the books they can 
already read accurately and fluently and 
those they listen to by: 

➢ drawing on what they already know or 
on background information and 
vocabulary provided by the teacher 

➢ checking that the text makes sense to 
them as they read and correcting 
inaccurate reading 

➢ discussing the significance of the title 

and events 

➢ making inferences on the basis of what 
is being said and done 

➢ predicting what might happen on the 
basis of what has been read so far 

▪ participate in discussion about what is 
read to them, taking turns and listening to 
what others say 

explain clearly their understanding of what 

is read to them. 

 

 
Use adjectives 
to describe 
nouns 
 
Identify and 
use simple 
rhymes to 
create a poem 
 
Identify and 
utilise 
alliteration 
 
Identify and 
use 

onomatopoeia 
words 
 
Begin to use 
similes using 
‘As’ 
e.g As tall as a 
house. 
(Alan Peat As 
a…, Like 
a….’) 
 

Geography Name and 
locate counties 

and cities of the 
UK, 
geographical 
regions and 
their identifying 
human and 
physical 
characteristics, 
key 

Local area – maps 
 

Pupils should learn to  
- distinguish between the built and 

the natural environment.  
- distinguish between different types 

of services available in the 
community and the functions of 
different buildings and land.  

Map reading Region  
Community 

Aerial  
Satellite 
Coordinates 
Physical  
Human 
Residence 
Terrace 
Detached 
Semi detached 

 Walk around 

the local 

area 

 



topographical 
features, and 
use land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over 
time.  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of 
human 
geography, 
including: types 

of settlement 
and land use, 
economic 
activity 
including trade 
links, and the 
distribution of 
natural 
resources 
including 
energy, food 
and minerals. 
 
Use maps, 
atlases, globes 
and 
digital/computer 
mapping to 
locate countries 
and describe 
features 
studied.  
 
Use symbols 
and keys to 
build their 
knowledge of 
the UK and 
wider world.  

- identify different features of the 
landscape (which may lie outside 
of larger urban areas).   

  
Observe aerial/satellite photographs of the 
local area.  

- Use these to identify settlements, 
physical features and points of 
interest.  

- Discuss why things are located 
where they are, for example local 
buildings and services (bank, post 
office, shops, garage).  

- Discuss land-use types: parks, 
housing, industry, roads, farms.  

 

Draw a map of the school grounds using 
basic symbols and a key. Use the map and 
the eight points of the compass to navigate 
around the school: north, south, east, west, 
northeast, southeast, northwest and 
southwest. 
Use a simple coordinate grid to describe the 
location of objects and places on a map, 
using the eight points of the compass.   
 
Introduce scale: for example, fifty paces = 
5 cm on a map. Identify different types of 
residence: Apartments, terraced housing, 
detached houses.  
 
Understand features of the natural 
environment: Rivers, hills, coastline, 
vegetation, animals.  
 
Discuss ways in which the natural 
environment is managed and changed by 
people (e.g. park, farming, reservoir, urban 
drainage) 

Apartments 
Vegetation 
North  
South  
East 
West 
South east 
South west 
North east 
North west 
Drainage 
Reservoir  
Landscape 
Urban  
rural 



 

Science Notice that 
animals, 
including 
humans, have 
offspring which 
grow into adults 
Find out about 
and describe 
the basic needs 
of animals, 
including 
humans, for 
survival (water, 
food, air) 
Describe the 
importance for 
humans of 
exercise, eating 
the right 
amounts of 
different types 
of food, and 
hygiene 
 

Explore and 
compare the 
differences 
between things 
that are living, 
dead and things 
that have never 
been alive. 
Identify that 
most living 
things live in 
habitats to 
which they are 
suited and 
describe how 
different 
habitats provide 
for the basic 
needs of 
different kinds 

Animals and Humans 
 
THE HUMAN BODY: SYSTEMS AND 
PREVENTING ILLNESS  
  
BODY SYSTEMS 
Introduce the idea of body systems, and 
have children identify basic parts of the 
following body systems: Skeletal system: 
skeleton, bones, skull. Muscular system: 
muscles. Digestive system: mouth, 
stomach. Circulatory system: heart and 
blood. Nervous system: brain and nerves  
  
  
GERMS, DISEASES, AND PREVENTING 
ILLNESS 
Taking care of your body: exercise, 
cleanliness, healthy foods, rest. 
Vaccinations 
 
 
SCIENCE BIOGRAPHIES 
Rosalind Franklin (often-overlooked woman 
scientist, discovered double-helix structure 
of DNA)  
Edward Jenner (found a way to stop 
smallpox) 
Louis Pasteur (made milk safe to drink) 

 
 
 

Pupils should 
be taught to 
use the 
following 
practical 
scientific 
methods, 
processes and 
skills through 
the teaching of 
the 
programme of 
study content: 
§ asking 
simple 
questions and 
recognising 
that they can 
be answered in 
different ways 
§ observing 
closely, using 
simple 
equipment 
§ performing 
simple tests 
§ identifying 
and classifying 
§ using their 

observations 
and ideas to 
suggest 
answers to 
questions 
§ gathering 
and recording 
data to help in 
answering 
questions. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Human Body 
 
Body Systems: 
Skeletal, 
Muscular, 
Digestive, 
Circulatory, 
Nervous 
 
Germs, diseases 
and preventing 
illness: 
Exercise, healthy 
foods, cleanliness, 
vaccinations, rest. 
 
Science 
Biographies: 
Rosalind Franklin, 
Edward Jenner, 
Louis Pasteur 
 
Habitats  
Environments, 
habitats  
• Forest (for 
example: names 
of trees, squirrels, 
foxes, badgers, 

snails, mice  
• Meadow and 
plains wildflowers, 
grasses, prairie 
dogs)  
• Underground 
(for example: 
fungi, moles, 
worms)  
• Desert (for 
example: cacti, 
lizards, scorpions) 
o Water (for 
example: fish, 
oysters, starfish)  

   



of animals and 
plants 
Identify and 
name a variety 
of plants and 
animals in their 
habitats, 
including micro-
habitats. 
Describe how 
animals obtain 
their food from 
plants and other 
animals, using 
the ideas of a 
simple food 

chain 
 

 

 
The food chain: a 
way of picturing 
the relationships 
between living 
things  
• big animals, 
little animals 
• Plants: 
nutrients, water, 
soil, air, sunlight 
 
Classification of 
animals: 
Herbivores, 
Carnivores, 

Omnivores, 
Extinct animals  
 

PSHE  HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

• how to make informed choices 
(including recognising that choices can 
have positive, neutral and negative 
consequences) and to begin to 
understand the concept of a ‘balanced 
lifestyle’ (H2) 

• to reflect on and celebrate their 
achievements, identify their strengths, 
areas for improvement, set high 

aspirations and goals (H5) 
• school rules about health and safety, 

where and how to get help (H15) 
 

Resilience 
(self-
motivation, 
perseverance 
and 
adaptability) 
 
Recalling and 
applying 
knowledge  
 
Recognising, 
evaluating and 
utilising 
strategies for 
managing 
influence. 
 
Identification, 
assessment 
(including 
prediction) and 
management 
of positive and 
negative risk 

H2 –  
Balanced 
lifestyles, choices, 
health wellbeing. 
H5 –  
Achievements, 
aspirations, goals, 
strengths, target 
setting 
H15 -  

emergency aid, 

help, safety, 

rules,  

   



to self and 
others. 
 
Identify links 
between 
values and 
beliefs, 
decisions and 
actions. 
 
Making 
decisions. 
 
Self-
improvement 
(including 

through 
constructive 
self-reflection, 
seeking and 
utilising 
constructive 
feedback and 
effective goal 
setting) 
 
self-regulation 
(including 
promotion of a 
positive growth 
mindset and 
managing 
strong 
emotions and 
impulses). 
 
Developing 
and 
maintaining a 
healthy self-
concept 
(including self-
confidence, 
realistic self-
image, self-
worth, 



assertiveness, 
self-advocacy, 
self-respect) 
 
Strategies for 
identifying and 
accessing 
appropriate 
help and 
support.  

RE  What is important for Muslim families?  
 

In what way is the mosque special to 

Muslims? 

 Faith 
Mohammed 
Eid 
Karan 
Prayer 
Pillars of wisdom 
Festivals  
Fasting 
Belief 
Islam 
mosque 

   

Art & DT To use a range 
of materials 
creatively to 
design and 
make products.  
 
To use drawing, 
painting and 
sculpture to 
develop and 
share their 
ideas, 
experiences and 
imagination. 
To develop a 
wide range of 
art and design 
techniques in 
using colour, 
pattern and 
texture, line, 
shape, form and 
space.  
 

PORTRAITS AND SELF-PORTRAITS 
Help the children become familiar with the 
terms we use to describe different kinds of 
paintings by focusing on portraits and self-
portraits. 
 
Discuss examples, provide opportunities for 
children to create their own works in the 
different genres. When you look at the 
specified works, ask the children about 
their impressions—what they notice first, 
who they think the pictures are of and how 
old the subject is, what those painted are 
doing, wearing, feeling, and so on.  
 
Encourage the children to practice using the 
language they have already learned about 
(line, shape, colour, texture, detail/s) to 
help them express what they can see and 
share their ideas on why the artist chose to 
depict things in a certain way.  
  
RECOGNISE AS A PORTRAIT (an artwork 
depicting a real person): 
Picasso, Reynolds 

 Kinds of pictures, 
portrait and self-
portraits - line, 
shape (square, 
circle, rectangle, 
oval), colour, 
texture 
(tactile/visual), 
detail/s, primary 
colours, 
secondary 
colours, mixing. 
 
Names of artists: 
Leonardo da 
Vinci, Rembrandt 
van Rijn, Vincent 
van Gogh, Picasso 
 
 

   



To know about 
the work of a 
range of artists, 
craft makers 
and designers, 
describing the 
differences and 
similarities 
between 
different 
practices and 
disciplines, and 
making links to 
their own work.  
 

 
RECOGNISE AS A SELF-PORTRAIT (an 
artwork made by an artist of him/herself): 
Rembrandt van Rijn, Self-portrait in a Flat 
Cap, 1642 (Royal Collection, London)  
Vincent van Gogh, Self-portrait, 1889 
(Musée d’Orsay, Paris) 

The end product     How will the topic be drawn to a conclusion? (e.g. art gallery, performance, parental engagement) 
 

Fact file – all about me 
 

 


