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4th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Re: Prime Minister’s Announcements tonight –Full National Lockdown & School Closure 

I am sure that you will have watched the Prime Minister’s address this evening and his announcement 
that as of tomorrow, Tuesday 5th January, England will be moving into a position of full lockdown and 
schools have been told to close for all but critical worker and vulnerable children (children with an EHCP 
for special needs and children with a social worker). This means that the school will only be open for 
critical worker/ vulnerable children for face to face teaching moving forward until directed differently by 
the government. All other children will receive a full curriculum delivered remotely. The Prime Minister 
implied tonight that this may extend to February half term and so we must prepare ourselves that this 
may go on for longer than would have been hoped for. 

Due to the lateness on receiving this news at 8pm tonight it will be necessary to have most learning for 
children to be taught remotely via seesaw tomorrow so that I collect the relevant information that I 
need from parents in order to plan the in-school provision moving forward. It is therefore my intention 
to have all children, except for the vulnerable children at home tomorrow to have online learning and 
then move to opening the school for critical worker families from Wednesday 6th January. I appreciate 
fully how difficult this news will be for you to hear so late in the evening but I am sure that you will 
appreciate that it will be impossible to organise in-school provision for tomorrow as I do not know who 
our critical workers are without consulting with you. I am frustrated that this information was not given 
to Headteachers at the weekend so that we could have used our inset day to plan for this rather than 
using our precious time in ensuring that our school was safe to open tomorrow. 

All parents of vulnerable children (children with EHCP for special needs and children with a social 
worker) can come to school tomorrow, please arrive normally as before Christmas tomorrow until we 
can worked out new arrival processes. If you are a parent who is a key worker, this evening you will 
receive an email asking you to fill in a google form to apply for a critical worker place at school. Places 
for critical worker families are for those families doing jobs who are critical to fighting COVID 19 and you 
only need one parent fulfilling this role to be eligible for a place. A full list of eligible occupations and 
vulnerable child definition can be found below in red, which has been taken directly from the 
government guidance. All school places will be full time places. 

Please can you complete this form as soon as possible but by no later than 9.30am tomorrow (5th 
January) so that we can organise the provision in school. You only need to fill in this form if you 
require a place in school. 

https://www.gepacademies.com/
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We will write to you again tomorrow to explain the plan for online learning and in-school teaching so 
that there is clarity about what you can expect from us whilst your children are at home. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express once more how sad I am that we find ourselves in this 
position once again and I thank you for all the support that you are giving us whilst we work through yet 
another late notice change. I hope that the roll out of the vaccine will soon start to bring us some 
comfort, reassurance and normality in the not too distant future. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeeqJaLK_itYocnUbDxd-940cqXtg-_fwn7OCpSe_hrA9td-
A/viewform?usp=sf_link 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs Amanda Pedder 
Headteacher 
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