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Introduction 
 
All drugs have the potential to harm; but some drugs are more harmful than others. For a small 
number of people, drugs lead to serious and far reaching consequences not only for themselves, 
but their families, their communities and society in general. For children and young people in 
particular, drugs can impact on their education, their relationships with family and friends and 
prevent them from reaching their full potential. 
 
All children and young people need to be able to make safe, healthy and responsible decisions 
about drugs, both legal and illegal. Schools play a central role in helping them make such 
decisions by providing education about the risk and effects of drugs; by developing their 
confidence and skills to manage situations involving drugs; by creating a safe and supportive 
learning environment; and ensuring that those for whom drugs are a concern receive 
appropriate support. 
 
              (Stephen Twigg MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Schools, 2004) 
 
 
Definition of Terms: 
 
DRUG:  this document uses the term drug to refer to any substance people take to change the 
way they feel, think or behave:  all legal drugs including alcohol, tobacco, volatile substances 
(those giving off a gas or vapour which can be inhaled), all illegal drugs (those controlled by the 
Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 and the Psychoactive Substances Act 2016), and over-the-counter and 
prescription medicines. 
 
DRUG USE:  the consumption of any drug.  All drug use, including medicinal use, carries the 
potential for harm. 
 
DRUG MISUSE:  the use of a substance for a purpose not consistent with legal or medical 
guidelines.  Drug taking through which harm may occur, whether through intoxication, breach 
of school rules or the law, or presents an immediate or future risk of harm. 
 
DRUG ABUSE:  persistent or sporadic excessive drug use inconsistent with or unrelated to 
acceptable medical practice.  
 
HARMFUL USE:   a pattern of psychoactive substance use that is causing damage to health.  
 
HAZARDOUS USE:  a pattern of substance use that increases the risk of harmful consequences 
for the user.  
 
Rationale for Drug Education: 
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The school (as set out in Surrey Drug Guidelines) has a duty to:  
 
• provide a balanced and broadly-based curriculum  
• promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
• prepare children and young people for the challenges, opportunities and 

responsibilities of adult life 
• promote school/British values – helping to ensure children can contribute to wider 

society promote the welfare and safeguarding of children and young people 
 
Drug use and misuse have become increasingly common in our society.  Children and young 
people of school age are part of society and as such the school recognises the need to: 
 
• prepare and equip pupils for life in a drug using society 
 
• deal with the broad range of drug related situations and incidents which may occur in 

the lives of our pupils and others involved in the life of a school 
 
• set out a proactive rational response towards safeguarding, Drug Education and drug 

related incidents as we believe that this is more likely to have a positive outcome than a 
reactive response determined when confronted with a drug use or possession incident 

 
• publicise the Drug Policy to ensure that the pupils and community are aware and 

understand the school’s position in relation to Drug Education, drugs and drug related 
incidents 

 
• ensure that the messages pupils receive in the classroom and from the school’s response 

to a drug incident are consistent with the school values, culture and safeguarding 
practices. 

 
 
Substances on Site 
 
Tobacco 
The school operates a no smoking policy at all times in the building and there is a designated 
area for smoking, outside the building.  
 
Alcohol 
As a rule, alcohol should not be consumed at any function where pupils are present but this is 
left to the careful discretion of the Headteacher for each event. 
 
Solvents 
The school recognises that many ordinary substances lend themselves to misuse and therefore 
need to be carefully stored and managed.  Permanent markers, correcting fluid and aerosol 
sprays should be kept secure at all times.  
 
Medication 



 

Asthma reliever inhalers are kept in the office for easy and responsible use.  Any medicines that 
need to be taken by children during the school day must be kept in the medical room/office, 
clearly labelled with the child’s name and instructions for use.  Special arrangements may be 
made for children suffering from serious medical conditions who may require urgent or 
specialised care.  Such conditions could be asthma, anaphylaxis, diabetes and epilepsy.  In such 
cases parents need to agree an individual treatment plan in accordance with ‘Pupils' Health and 
the Administration of Medicines Guidance for Schools.’ 
 
 
Responding to drug related incidents 
 
Any member of staff who becomes aware of a situation that may involve possible substance 
misuse must report it immediately to the headteacher or senior management team who may 
seek consultation and advice from other agencies before informing parents.  Each incident will 
be considered carefully as the appropriate response, and the implications of any action, will 
vary. The school will consider each drug incident individually and recognises that a variety of 
responses will be necessary to deal with incidents.  It will consider very carefully the 
implications of any action it may take.  The school seeks to balance the interests of the pupils 
involved, the other school members and the local community. Permanent exclusion may be 
warranted as a final sanction when all other reasonable steps have been taken.    
 
Substance Misusing Parents 
 
The school recognises that some of its pupils may have a parent whose drug use (legal and/or 
illegal) is problematic.  The child’s welfare in this case is paramount and the school will act, 
within the legal limits that it can, to support the child in a variety of ways, both practically and 
emotionally.   
 
If a member of staff suspects that a parent collecting their child from school and intending to 
drive is intoxicated the police advice is that efforts should be calmly made to help the parent 
think of alternative, safer ways of getting home.  This might include walking home, getting 
somebody else to collect them or calling a taxi. If the parent becomes aggressive and insists on 
driving on no account should staff put their own safety or security at risk. If possible, staff 
should note down details of the car and phone the police with this information as soon as 
possible. 
 
Confidentiality & Boundaries 
 
As a general rule a child’s confidentiality is maintained by the teacher or member of staff 
concerned.  If this person believes that the child is at risk or in danger, she/he talks to the 
named child protection co-ordinator who may confer with the headteacher before any decision 
is made. 
 
The child concerned will be informed that confidentiality is being breached and reasons why.  
The child will be supported by the teacher throughout the process.  
 
 



 

Child Protection 
 
The school has a separate Child Protection Policy.  Effective drug education may bring about 
disclosures of child protection issues and staff should be aware of the procedures for reporting 
their concerns.   A child may be referred to the Home School Link Worker should this be felt 
appropriate. 
 
Dealing with Questions 
 
Both formal and informal drugs education arising from a pupil’s questions are answered 
according to the age and maturity of the pupil concerned.  Questions do not have to be 
answered directly, and can be addressed individually later.  Loseley Fields believes that 
individual teachers must use their skill and discretion in this area and refer to the child 
protection co-ordinator if they are concerned.   
 
 
*This policy must be read in conjunction with the schools PSHE policy 
 
 

 
 
 

 


