
- 1 - 
Early Years Policy                                                              Loseley Fields Primary School 

 

 
        

 

EARLY YEARS POLICY 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher: Mrs Amanda Pedder 

 

 
 

 

 

Committee:   Children and Learning 

Approved on: 

Staff:    Miss E Gray 

Notes:   Statutory 

Next Review Date: January 2019 



- 2 - 
Early Years Policy                                                              Loseley Fields Primary School 

 

 

 

 
 

Introduction 

 
Early childhood is the optimum learning period during which children begin to make 
sense of their world. At Loseley Fields we firmly believe that it is not only a preparation 
for the next stage of education, but is valid in its own right. 
 
We have defined “early years” as being the children’s Reception Year, which they will 
spend in Little Bears. 
 

Aims 

 
At Loseley Fields we have a specific Early Years curriculum in order to implement the 

Foundation Stage.  This will build upon any pre-school experiences the children have 
had before coming to join us at Loseley Fields.  We aim to provide them with a 
continuity of education between the ages of 4 to 5 years, thus taking into account the 
intellectual, social, emotional, physical and creative aspects of young children’s 
development.  The EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) allows for a continuous 
flowing progression from 0-5 years. “Every Child Matters” is encompassed within it. 
 

Objectives 

 
By the end of their Reception year, we aim for an Early Years Loseley Fields child to 
have received a “memorable quality education” and be: 
 

 confident and secure in their surroundings; 

 be happy, polite and proud to be at Loseley Fields; 

 actively involved and interested in their work; 

 developing a high level of independence; 

 familiar with school routines and expectations; 

 developing confidence to speak up, ask for help and think freely for themselves; 

 able to listen carefully; 

 secure in early basic life skills such as dressing and table manners; 

 attempting emergent writing confidently; 

 developing a good sight vocabulary; 

 confident in the knowledge of phonics; 

 able to use a pencil purposefully and form their letters correctly; 

 confident with using numbers to at least 20; 

 motivated to learn; 

 aware of their own body’s physical potential; 

 developing consideration for others; 
 
and ready for Key Stage 1. 

 

LOSELEY FIELDS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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Learning & Teaching 

 
We recognise that children develop at different rates and their learning must therefore 
be well matched to their individual stage of development. 
 
Early Years children at Loseley Fields learn about themselves and the world about 
them through concrete first hand experiences, based on carefully structured play 
activities and the purposeful use of language as a tool for thinking about, exploring and 
expressing ideas. Activities often stem from the children’s own interests and they are 
actively involved in their own learning. 
 

Play is very much a young child’s work. Through our structured play activities children 
can practice and consolidate their learning.   
 
They can learn: 

 to take risks and solve problems; 

 to initiate, participate, interact and reflect. 
 

Through play the children need: 

 to be active learners; 

 to explore ways of using their bodies; 

 to experiment with and use equipment and materials; 

 to have time to practice and refine skills; 

 to have time to be observant - to learn from others around them; 

 to set and tackle their own problems; 

 to be involved and absorbed in their learning; 

 to develop their concentration skills. 
 
They need to make connections between one experience and another and they need 
many opportunities to talk about their experiences and ask questions. 
 
The provision, use of resources and classroom procedures are carefully planned and 
organised so children feel physically and emotionally comfortable within their 
surroundings. Adults interact positively with the children and children are encouraged to 
be independent. Their views, ideas and feelings are greatly respected. They learn to 
use a wide range of resources skillfully through purposeful activities, which build on 
previous experience. 
 
The classroom displays allow time for sensory exploration. They are attractive and 
appropriate reflecting all children’s work and are often interactive. 
 
Children experience an appropriate range of teaching and learning styles, based on the 
knowledge of each child’s developmental stage. 
 
We believe children learn best if there are clear learning objectives for each session 
and careful observations are made with appropriate teacher/adult intervention. This 
enables effective assessment and monitoring to take place, which then informs the 
planning process to ensure continuity and progression in the children’s work.  
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Organisation & Planning 
 

All children are invited to attend introductory visits whichever term they start school. The 
aim of these visits is to familiarise the children with their new physical environment, the 
classteacher and their new classmates. The visits last about an hour and include some 
activities in the classroom and a storytime.  
 

At the end of their final visit the children will be given a Loseley Fields “Starting School 

Booklet”. This gives some general information (e.g. what children should bring to 
school each day) and some specific pointers for parents to use when preparing their 
child for school over the holidays.  
 
All parents of new entrants are invited to attend a meeting. The aim of this session is to 
talk through the curricul, various organisational issues and to answer any concerns 
parents may have.  We also carry out home visits whereby the class teacher and a 
home school link worker visit the new entrants in their home to begin to build a 
relationship and answer any questions.  
 

“A feel for a Loseley Fields Day” - Routines and Expectations 
 

We recognise how important it is for our very young Early Years children to settle into 
school life easily and confidently and the routines below reflect this:  

 

 Parents bring their children to their classroom door which will be opened by a 
member of staff at 8.45 am.  

 Parents are encouraged to allow Reception children to come in independently.  

 All children are encouraged to join in whole school assemblies in the hall. 

 Children are provided with a piece of fruit or vegetable each day at breaktime.  They 
should bring a bottle of water to school each day.   

 Children join the rest of the school in the playgroud for break and lunch 

 Full time children may choose to have either a school meal or packed lunch .The 
part-time children may stay to lunch if parents wish as long as this is on a regular 
basis. Parents will collect these children at 1.00pm. Part-time children should be 
collected at 12.00 from the school office.   

 

Much of the first term will be used to accustom children to school routine and to 

develop good habits. These include: 
 

 using the toilet/cloakroom; 

 lining up at the end of playtime and in the classroom; 

 table etiquette at lunchtime; 

 getting out and putting away resources safely and tidily; 

 using the class areas and equipment properly; 

 changing for PE independently; 

 answering the register and giving in any monies or letters; 

 managing any snacks; 

 remembering their Loseley Fields reading folder; 

 social skills training - how we treat each other and how we behave in school; 

 maintaining an appropriate noise level within the classroom. 
 

We ask that parents/guardians support us by ensuring that: 
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 nothing comes to school without parents’ knowledge or permission; 

 only one named toy per child is brought into school (ball games or expensive toys 
are not allowed, neither is swapping. School cannot take responsibility for anything 
being lost or broken on the premises). 

 we have the names and telephone numbers of up to four people (including 
parent/guardian and partner) who will be responsible for collecting their child on a 
regular basis. If there is any change in collection arrangements a slip should be 
filled in to ensure the class teacher is aware of the change. 

 
Our expectation is that by the end of their first term our Early Years children will be 
settled, feel secure and demonstrate a good level of independence and initiative in the 
above areas. 

 

Assessment, Recording & Reporting 
 
Ongoing assessment focuses on what the child can do and is interested in across all 
areas of the curriculum and in a range of contexts. Assessment is conducted through 
skilled, purposeful observation and intervention. We need to find out about children as 
individuals. We monitor progress and use our observations to inform future planning. 
Observations are made to enable staff to evaluate the provision they are making and to 
provide a focus for communication with others. Such assessment data then informs our 
planning to ensure continuity and progression in the child’s work.  The information 

feeds into each individual Foundation Stage Profile, which provides a picture of each 
child’s progress during the year towards the Early Learning Goals.  It provides a record 
of achievement and it is passed on to the child’s Year One teacher. 
 
Assessment involves discussion with the children themselves, taking photos of the 
children’s learning on 2simple and examples of their work.   
 
The teacher’s short term planning, which highlights clear learning objectives, provides 
the foundation for further assessment. 
 
Parents are invited to discuss their child’s progress at Open Evenings.  Each parent has 
a private ten-minute appointment with the class teacher and an opportunity to look 
through their child’s work. 

 

Equal Opportunities 
 
At Loseley Fields Primary School all children have the right to achieve their full 
potential, regardless of gender, race, culture, language, physical ability, special needs 
or socio-economic status. 
 
We plan our classroom activities to challenge and involve all pupils appropriately. 
 
We use materials to avoid stereo-typing and bias, towards race, race role or disability. 
We deal with issues clearly and sensitively when they arise. 
 

Special Educational Needs 

 
Pupils with SEN, wherever possible, will be fully included in lessons.  Tasks will be 
modified and simplified appropriately. 
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Cross Curricular Links 

 
The seven areas of learning in the Foundation Stage are: 
 

 Communication and language 

 Personal, social and emotional development 

 Physical development 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive arts and design 
 

Short, focused, whole class lessons are followed by group tasks and activities. 
 
The following activities tend to be whole class sessions: 
   
PE, singing, “news” (telling/writing), Key person time (split into two key person groups), 
(PSHE speaking and listening), story time, some handwriting sessions and musical 
composition/listening.  
 
Other activities are structured around working in small groups within the key areas.  
There will always be space for children to be quiet and have “time out”. 
 

ICT 

 
ICT is used to support and enhance teaching in early years.  Laptops, computers, 
cameras, remote control cars, bee-bots, roamers and walkie talkies are all part of the 
child’s ICT experience.  Many cross-curricular opportunities are used.  A range of 
relevant videos are kept in school.  Websites and CD Roms are used to provide 
children with research material and stimulating activities. 

 

Resources 
 

The children learn to use a wide range of quality resources skillfully within the 
classroom base and immediate outdoor environment.   

 

Health and Safety 

 
All off-site activities will be subject to Loseley Fields Primary School’s visits policy and a 
risk assessment form will be completed and approved prior to the visit.  
 

Review 

 
The provision for early years will be annually reviewed by the early year’s coordinator 
and an action plan which will be linked to the School Development Plan will be drawn 
up.  
 
         Miss Emma Grey 
         Early Years  
         January 2018 
 


